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IH Likongh it is a dutie incumbent to all 
2&7) Men, as Men ; and to all Pro- 
47 feſlors, as Chriſtians , to love 
a NG Markinde, as Chriſt loved us ; and 
= EZ IB VS! 70 imitate the God of the ſpirits 
of all Acth who caulerh his Sun to thine upon 
the good and the bad , and although there is a ſpe- 

tal Jelig} t, to do that which i is 200d and commendable, 


a for 'r the love of Goodneſs it ſelf and the commenda- 


blenefs of Virtue , Net, when wee meet with ſpecial and 
powerful encouragement fo ſet us on, and provo- 
cations to draw forth our affettions to laudable endea- 
ors, wee muZt needs add ſom more effectual zeal to 


the performance of theſe duties, For mine own part T 
2 may 
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may ſay it without vanitie, that the firſt of theſe mg- 

tives, the delight to do good, in. love to the Publick, 

bath ſupported mee hitherto, notwithſlanding manifold 

deſtruftions in the waie wherein I have walked. And as 

it hath been one of my Aims , to: have the honor ( if 

poſsibly Tcould attain untoit ) of ſerving the Publick, 

gratis, and at mine own coft, in the beſt things : So 1 

have made it a part of my Agencie, to provoke others 

to do the like, by offering unto. everie one, the things 

Which might bee moſt advantagious unto themſebvs, by 

doing ſervice tanto others, And how far my afteQtions 

have carried mee beyond my abilities #n this conyſ, I | 

need not to mention : this hath onely keen my comftorr, 

that having ſerved my Generation generouſly and freely, 

I never had cauſ to repent of what I had don, whether 

it were reſented by otvers, or not. But now of late, ſee - 

mg it hath pleaſed God, not onely by the ſettlement of 

this State in th? waie of a Common-wealth, ro 

give to all men a more open door then-ever beretofore, to 

enter upon a concurrence to ſerv the Publick , that 

thereby they might both preſerv an.l encreaſ their own 

welfare ; but that I bave found unexſpeftedly from 

your Honors ſom peculiar expreſsion of favor towards 

my ſelf, upon the account of my publick-beartedn”ſs , 

Lmuſt confeſs, that T am thereby: not fo much refreſh- 
ed 
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ed byreaſon of that Which befalleth to my (elf, as 
delighted in the hopeful appr ebenſion of that which 
befalleth to the Publick, Whiles in this particular I 
am able to percetv, that the gwod hand of God hath put 
the management of his Cauſ and Work in the hands of 
Men, whom hee hath endued with a publick ſpirit, 
Which is a clear teitimonie to mee, that hee Will build 
thereon a ſuperitrufture, which by his grace upon your 
waies Will redound to his glorie and evince unto the 
World, that it is not amie private intereſt, but his Glorie 
and the Fublick Happineſs, Which hath afted and 
doth a, both the Parli,ment and your ſelvs in all your 
undertakings. And verily the confaderation of this ve- 
wie thing, that God bath ſet m publick places Men that 
minde the Publick for it ſelf), and ſeek out thoſe that are 
ſo inclined, although they make nv ſp:cal af plication 
wito them { w' ich hitherto 1 have not den ) 1s more 
warth to mee then the private advantage, which your 
Fionors favor can bring unto mee. For although the 
traits, wherewith the times,and my own forwardneſs to 
ſerv others have caſt mee, might induce mee to rejoice. 
at the fruit of your Honors bountie towards my ſelf; 
Yet that #5-no waites comparable 'to the ſenſ of (ore, 
Which I have at the clear ( harafter, which this bath 
given mee of the ſpirit by which you are led, for berein I 
A 2. percety 
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prrcerv that henceforth the labors of mmpartial love to- 
tards the Publick, are not hike to bee in vain, as for 
t' e moſt part they have been hretofore, and that the e 
will bee ſom real encouragement for the making of ra- 
tional overtures, tending to refoly that grand queStion, 
Which is propoſed by thePſalm:iſt in the name of all men, 
Who, with one an 1 the ſame accent, ſay;" 11.4.5, Who 
will ſhew uz anie good ? T herefore ſmce the Wiſ- 
com of the Þ arlament hath enafted a waie to anſwer 
the Quere, as to the Trade of this Nation { which ts 
a manife$t demonſtratim of their eminent care for the 
Public k ) it hath raiſed with jore both mine own, and 
the thoughts of ſem others to a forwardne{s of conty ribu- 
ting, that which might bee ſubſervient and uſeful to 
that de ion : that as "Bees be clonging tot e ſame hive, 
Wee {ould bri ing ov hon: __— to bee preſer ved 
and encreaſed in one flock for the good of all, In order 
to this a, and as a reſtimonic of oratitude, [ 
thouzht it might bee ſeaſonable to off r to your Ehour 'N 
and wnder yur ne tothe Publick, this following 
Epiſtularie Diſcourl, which relate's unto the advance- 
ment of Agriculture, beeing on? of the Nobleſt 
and moſt neceſſarie parts of induſtrie belong- 
ing to a Common-vealth, the firſt ground of 
mutual trading amongſt men, and the well- 


ſpring 
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ſpring of wealth in all well ordered Societies. 
And if concerning thus ſubjeCt ( as beeing a main Tnte- 
reſt of State ) ſom courſ in due time were thought upm 
to ſet forward the Judicial, and regulate the (Praftical 
waie of Husbandrie, ſuch overtures could bee made m 
that kindz, as would ſenſibly(even to the meancSt capa- 
cite ) demonſtrate a very Cornu-Copia and fulneſs 
to bee atteined of the choiſeſt temporal bleſsings to 
ſupplie all men's wants, And although 1 cannot fo 
much of mine own experience in this matter, yet Pro 
Vidence having lireft-d mee by the improvement of 54 
veral relations wito the Experiences and Obſerva- 
tions of others, T finde my felf ol1 gd to becom a con- 
duit-pipe th ereof towards the Pubiick, chiefly naw, 
where there is ſo favorabie an aſpect of Patrouage 
from theſe that are m cminent places towards thoſe that 
minde publick adyanteges, iroV, 11.25. Ttis ſaid 
im the Proverbs, that bee who doth withhold 
Corn the people {ha!1 curl him; ; but a blciling 
{hall bee upon the head of him "chat ſelleth ir. 
If nit to impart the means of livelthoad to thoſe that 
ſtand m-need thereof, when it is in our power to ſu;plie 
them therewith, bee to withhold the ſame , and this 
deſerves a cur : then no man can blame mee for 
the lareeneſs of this communication, from which all 
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that ſhall reap anic benefit, are thereby to bee indebted 
wnto your Publick affeHons, and bleſs them as the 
cauſ, whoſe influence bath given it this produttion , for 
it is includ onelie as a pleds of further endevors in 
the ſame and other kindes, for which the State in due 
time will bee beholden to your care and vigilance, when 
the tenders thereof ſhall finde that acceptance, and te 
furtherance thereof, that encouragement Which your 
Wiſdom and love to the Publick ſhall finde expedient 
to be5tow thereon. May the God of all grace and good- 
neſs ſo bleſs your Conſultations for the good of this State, 
that they may cud in the ſettlement of a firm and lating 
Peace, Where not onely outward Plentie and Proſpe- 
ritie, but the treaſures of a better life in the Kingdom 
of Jeſus Chriſt, may bee enjoted to the praiſ of God the 
Father. Theſe are, and ſhall bee the dailie prat:rs of 


Your Honor's 
truly faithful and moſt 
humble ſervant 


SAMUEL HARTLIB, 


| A 
Diſcourſ of Husbandrie uſed in 


Brabant and Flanders , Shewing the won- 
derfull improvement of Land there ; and 
ſerving as a pattern for our practice 


in this Common: wealth, 


5 T is a certain thing, thatthe chiefeſt and 
av; fundamenralleſtpoint in Husbandrie,is,to 
»f'e, underſtand the nature and condition of 

& theLandsthat one would Till;& toSow 
. It with ſuch Seeds, as it will produce ei- 
ther Naturally, or by Art, that which 
may turn toa man's oreateſt profit and advantage.I did 
think I had underſtood that point (when I went out of 
England) after thirtie years experience in Husbandrie, 
and having improved my Land, as much as anie man 
in this Kingdom hath don both by Water and Fire. 
Bur, after I had beena while in Brabant and Flanders, 
I found I was to learn a new Leflon, in point of Hus- 
banarie , for that the barrenneſt, Heathie and Sandie 
Lands in thoſe Countries did produce richer Com- 


modities, by an ordinarie waie of Hubaxarie there in 
| practice, 
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pracice, then the ſtrongeſt and richeſt grounds that 
were in both thoſe Conntries. When I firſt arrived 
at Dunkirk, and went to Bridees,(which was near fortie 
miles) I ſawas rich a Countrie as ever my Eics be- 
held, ſtockt with goodlic Wheat and Barlie, and excel- 
lent Meadows and Paſtures. The ſoil beganto alter in- 
ro worſ, midwaie between Bridzes and Gaunt, which 
vere twentie four Enzliſh miles aſunder ; and fo ſoon 
AS I was paſt Gauzt, in my journie towards Antwerp, [ 
did ſee ſuch Land, for about twentie miles rogether, 
chat I cannot compare anie ground more like, then the 
Land by Sandie Chappel, three miles diſtance from 
Kingſton upon Thames. A great part of the Highwales, 
out of the Road and Track of Horſes and Carrs, did 
bear Heath ; and ſuch Incloſures, on the infide of the 
Wates, which were not kept in Tillage, did either 
produce Heath or Broom of their own natures. The 
foil did net much amend until I came within two 
miles of Aztwerpe, which was thirtie Ezgliſh miles 
from Gaunt. There I ſaw a goodlie Marſh or feeding 
ground for Cattel , which was kept with a ſtrong 
Banck for beeing overflowed by the River of Sceld, 
under which notwithſtanding there lay Sluces to ler in 
the Water when they pleaſed, and Ditches were made 
inthe Marſh ro convey it back into the River atlow 
Tides when they thought fit. On the other fide of 
Antwerp was Contribution-land lying in Brabazt , 
which naturally was as barren and apt to Heath as 
anic land betwixt that Citie, and Gavzr. I ſtated not 
long at Antwerp before I returned to Gawyr, and dili- 
gently reviewing the Countrie as I went back, I could 
finde no other Cornto grow there, then Rze, Oats, _ 
Frenc 
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French Wheat, which ſeemed a ſufficient Teſtimonie to 
mee of the barrenneſs of the ſoil, which would neither 
bear Wheat, Barlie, or Peaſ; and for that the former 
Grains did uſually grow in England upon the edg of 
Forreſts and Heathie grounds. A few daies after my 
return, I fell into diſcourſ with a Dutch Merchazt, 
then living at Gazzt, but had lived ſom years in Ex- 
21and, and told him that ! did notthink that all Flar- 
ders had yielded ſo much barrenground as I had ſeen 
between Garnt and Antwerp. Hee anſwered mee 
that that Land was the richeſt part of all Flanders, 1 
ſmiled to hear him ſay fo, thinking at firſt hee had 
jeſted, and I replied, that I believed, that one Acre of 
Land between Bridzes and Dunkirk, was worth ten 
Acres of anie Land I ſaw there between Gaunt and An- 
' twerp ( excepting the Marſh-land and ſom little 
ſtraps of Meadow by the River fide): for one did 
bear goodlie Y/heat, Barlie,and Peaſ, and was in manie 
places naturally excellent Meadow and Paſture, and 
the other would carrie no other Corn, but Rie, French 
Wheat, and Oats, and would never bear anie confider- 
ablegraſs, but turn'd preſently after it was laid down, 
to Heath or Broom. The Merchant told mee agiin, 
that their beſt Commodities were pul'd and cut be- 
fore I went that waie ; but hee would prove thatrthe 
Land did yield more profit yearly then the beſt Land 
in Flanders, and that the Bores ( for ſo they term their 
Farmers) were richer then in anie part of the Countrie. 
I muſt confeſs at firſt I thought his diſcourſ to bee 
fom kind of Riddle,but ſeeing him earneſt in affirming 
that, which ſeem'd ſtrange to mee ; I deſired him to 
explain himſelf, how it was poſſible, that, that Land 

B 2 ſhould 
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ſhould yield more profit then the other. I will tell you 
( ſaid hee ythe reaſon, why it yeildeth more profit, is, 
becauſ thar Land 1s natural to bear Flax, which is 
called the Wealth of Flanders , and one Acre of good 
Flax is worth four or five Acres of the beſt Corz,which 
groweth between Dxakirk and Bridzes , and after the 
Flax is pull'd, it will bear a Crop of T; arneps ; which 
may bee better worth, Acre for Acre, then tl e bef 
Corninthe Countrie. After that Crop is off, abour 
April following you may ſow the ſame Land with 
oats ; and upon them C/ower-graſs ſeed onelie harrow- 
ing it with buſhes, which will com up after the Oats 
are mowed, and thar year yicld you a verie great Pa- 
ſture till Chriſtmas ; and the next year following you 
may cut that graſs threetimes, and it will everietime 
bear ſucha burden, and ſo good to feed all forts of 
Cattel, as the beſt Meadows in the Countrie do not 
yield the like; and will continue good four or five 
years together wirhout ſowing it. After this wee 
parted. Arfirſt I wondered much at his diſcourl; but 
much more at the ignorance and floathfulneſs of our 
Countric which beeing near to Flanders, and manie- 
Merchants and Gentlemen travelling thither diy, 
none ſhould underſtand,or ar leaſt put in practice theſe 
Husbandries, there beeing ſo much Barren and Heathie 
Land in Ezxeland of verie little value, which might 
by following their Example in theſe Hiusbanaries bee 
made more profitable, then the beſt Land in ti14s King- 
dom. I after pondered what the Merchant ſaid all thar 
daje and the next, and then began to imagine with my 
ſeif, what an huge Improvement I might make of my 


own Eſtate, it theſe things were true which hee _ 
told 
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told mee , ard if God Almightie pleafed ro permit 
mce quietly to enjoie it. And to bee further ſatisfied, 
I fent another Datchman inthe Town that had been in 
Enzland, with whom I was grown acquainted, and 
deſired himto inform himiels from ſom of the Bores 
in the Countrte, whether thoſe things the Merchant 
had affirmed to mee were true. Hee returned mee an 
Anſwer from three or four, whom hee ſaid hee knew 
to bee honeſt men and undc<rſtanding thoſe Hiu5ban- 
aries, that a Gamrmet of Flax, ( which was their Acre, 
but ſomwhat more in quantitie then ours ) might well 
produce fourrtic or fittie pounds worth of Flax, it the 
Land were well dung'd and Husbanded, and ſowed 
with good Eaſt- Countrie ſeed,and that it pleas'd God 
ro ſend convenient rain after it was ſowed, and a ſea- 
ſonable rimerill Harveſt, Theſe were no other con- 
ditions, then I conceived all other ſeeds and grainto 
bee ſubjero, cirher to prove good or bad. And for 
the other queſtions whercin I deſired to bee ſarisfied, 
concerning the Turneps and Clover graſs, hee rold mee 
they did concur in all with the Merchant, without anie 
other condition or limitation. The Winter after I did 
eximine divers pertons up2n the like queſtions, who I 
thought did underſtand that. buſineſs, and found very 
little difference in their relations. And in April fol- 
lowing, which was the chicfcſt time for ſowing of 
Flax and Clover-zrafs, I cid often walk into the Ficlds 
a mile cr more out of the Town, and expoſtulated the 
buſineſs with the Bores, when they were ſowing of 
Flax and Ciover-graſs-ſeed, and afterwards obſerv'd 
that theſe things did proſper verie well, on ſuch 
ground as I conceiv'd to bee extreme barren of its 


own Nature, But 
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But further ro inform my felf more fully whar an 
Acre of Flax might bee worth, I bought an Zzeliſh 
rod of Flax, when it was grown up, neither the beſt 
nor worſt, and cauſed it to bee pull'd, water'd, and 
dreſs'd by it ſelf, then valued ir as Flax was fold the 
week following in the market at Gaur?, and the ſeed 
likewiſe afterwards. I caſt up what eightie rod,-which 
was an Acre, would riſe unto, according to that valua- 
tion; and I found that it came to thirtie fix pound, 
fourteen ſhillings,ſix pence,and though by that rate an 
Acre did notcom to fortic pound, yet it made mee 
believ, that an Acre of good Flax might bee worth 
fortie pound and more; for that which [ tried was but 
indifferent Flax, 

I went preſently afterwards to .Lntwerp, and ſaw 
almoſt everie third or fourth field by the highwaie 
ſide for twentie five miles together, ſtocked with 
goodlie Flax,far beyond that which I bought to make 
my Trial off, Whereof ſom was pull'd, and the reſt 
was ready to pull. The fimilitude of a great quantitie of 
LandT had in Ezelandunto theirs in Flanders and Bra- 
bant, which I ſaw did bear their richeſt Commodities: 
and my Loſs in England both of perſonal and real 
Eſtate, made mee enquire after all Husbandries of thoſe 
Countries, of ſuch as I conceiv'd could anie way in- 
ſtruct mee, that I might learn ſomthing, or other, 
whereby to repair my fortunes, if hereafter it pleas'd 
Almightie God togive mee leav to enjoie my own 
Eſtate in Peace again. And beeing one daie in com- 
panie of ſom Merchants, Ithappen'd that diſcourſ fell 
out about 17;provemeyt of their barren ground. I ſaid 


that I had a great quantitie of Barren and _— 
an 
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Land in Zzgland, that I thought might bee eaſily 
brought to bear Flax, Twzeps,and Clover- graſs as well 
as their barren Lands did 111 Flanders and Brabant. To 
which a Merchant anſwered, that hee would carrie 
mee to a man within three miles of Antwerp, who 
had taken a Farm upon Improvement, which was juſt 
ſuch Heathie Land as I defcrib'd mine to bee. For 
hee was about five years ſince to have bought it, and 
when hee ſaw ir all Heath, hee would not meddle 
with it; but the Farmer had ſo improv'd it alreadie, 
that hee had now growing upon it, a Nurſerie of 
rwelv Acres of all forts of Trees,as Pear-Trees, Apple- 
Trees, Cherrie-Trees, Cheſnut and Walnut-T rees, Oaks, 
Aſhes, Elms, and the like, hee had there alſo growing, 
both Flax, Turneps,Clover-graſs, Roman Beans and moſt 
forts of Corn, and hee had planted a Hop-ground and 
an Orchard ; hee ſaid hee would tell mee what Husban- 
drie hee uſed to make ſuch a ſtrange Converſion, 
and that I couldnot pleaſ him better then to com to 
ſee it : and hee did aſſure mee, that ir was worth my 
Journie to bee inform'd from him : fornever a man in 
that Countrie could better inſtruc mee, then hee , and 
I will ( ſaid hee )go thither with you, when you pleaſ. 
I thanked him verie kindly for his offer, and told him 
I would wait upon him thither to morrow morning. 
It was agreed between us both to ſee this wonder. 
But I asked him before wee parted, what thatraking 
of 2 Farm upon Improvement was, which hee before did 
ſpeak of, Hee anſwered, that when another had 
bought the Land, this man offered more Rent then 
hee could make of it at that time, to have a Leaf for 
one & twentie-years, upon condition, that CE 

our 
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four indifferent perſons ( whereof two to bee choſen 
by the one , and two by the other ) ſhould judg 
the Farm to bee improved above the Rent at the end 
of his Leaf, the Owxer was to pay fo much in value 
to the Tenant for his improving it. Itold him it was 
a waie of letting land 1 never knew of before : Hce 
anſwered it was an ordinarie waic with them of ler- 
ting ſuch barren Land, as men could not tell hoy to 
manage themſelvs. 

The next daie,wee went thither, and the firſt thing 
wee {aw was hjs Nyrſeric of trees, which did grow and 
proſper verie well,and hee made accompt they would 
yield him ten thouſand pounds before his Leaf was ex. 
ſpired and as] remember hee valued them one with an- 
other but at two ſhillings a tree. Then I ſaw a little 
Cloſe of flax,which I eſteemed to bee abaut three eng- 
liſh acres : of which flax hee told mce, the Merchant 
that brought mee thither before] came from Antwerp, 
thar hee had made a hundred and fiftie pounds, which 
was by computation fiftie pounds an Acre. I alſo ſaw 
growing there verie good Tyrneps, and excellent Clg- 
ver-graſs, which hee yalued to bee then worth twely 
pound an acre.Iafter ſaw it cutting the firſt daic of Juxe 
1644, becing then two foot long, and very thick, and 
went thither again the nine and twentieth daje of the 
ſame moneth, and ſaw the fame graſs grown up, and 
then cutting again, beeing twentie Inches long,1I ſaw it 
cutting againin Ayen# following, beeing theneighteen 
inches long. I viewed the grounds round abour, 
and found the skirts of the Cloſes leirt unploughed 
to bee heath - and beth hee and the Merchant af. 
firmed , all the reſt, where his flax and Clover. graſs 

grew, 
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orew , was heath bur three years before, I was ve- 
rie inquiſitive of him to know what husbandrie hee 
uſed to the land , for to convert it from heath to 
bear ſuch rich Commodities. Hee rold mee, firſt 
hee broke it up with a ſtrong Team of horſes, then 
ploughed it croſs, afterwards tore off the heath with 
a great harrow, then gathered it up and burnt it, and 
laid about twentie loads of dung upon an acre, and 
ſpread ir upon the Land ; then ploughed ir again, and 
fowed the firſt crop with Rye, the next with Oats; 
and when hee had harrowed his oats , hee owed 
Clovereraſs ſeed upon them , which hee harrowed 
with a bundle of buſhes under his harrow , and thar 
came, after the Oats was off, to bee of a verie good 
paſture betore Michatlmas; and this third year hee had 
mowed the Clover. graſs thrice, as T had ſeen , and 
it would com to a verie good paſture quickly, to 
feed rill Chriſfmas, and the ſame kee thoughr hee 
ſhould do for three years more, but afterwards the 
ground would turn to an ordinariegraſs. Hee ſaid, 
hee uſed his ground where his flax grew , as his 
other; but firſt again, about halt the quantitie of 
dung hee did art firſt ; and then ſowed it with flax, 
and upon the flax Clovergraſs-ſeed, as hee had don 
before upon the Oats. his Rowan-beans,, his Hops, 
and Orchard thrived verie well, and all with the ſame 
-quantitie of dung , proportionably uſed , for there 
they know no other Manure. I askt him how hee 
could make 12 1 an acre of this Clover- graſs: hee ſaid, 
either dy feeding Cattle, or keeping Kine, or laying it 
for ſeed after the firſt cutt. For an Acre of it beeing 
made partinto hate, and the reſt fed green, would 

keep 
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keep four Kine, winter and ſummer, and an Acre 
laid for ſeed might carrric five buſhels, which valued 
at 6d. a pound ,, come's to 81. Sterling . beſides 
the firſt and ſecond cuts of graſs and hay, and the 
afrer-paſture, Hee ſaid the beſt time for ſowing ſx 
and Clovergraſs-ſecds was about the beginning of 
April , preſently aftera ſhour of rain, Som conti- 
nue ſowing of fax untill the end of Mare, and ſom 
ſow after; though I know no cauſ to commend their 
ſlowneſs, in ſowing of ir ſo late. I was not veric in- 
quifitive afrer his other Commodities, I ſaw by his 
Furneps which hee had ſow=d upon his heathie land, 
at his firſt breaking up, that hee differed in thar 
point from. all other husband-men in thoſe 
Countries, who ſowed them immediately after Rye 
or flax , but thoſe things ate lIcft ro everic ones ex- 
perience.to proceed therein 2s hee think's beſt , ac- 
cording to his own Obſervation. Now what I had 
obſerved here, and between Gannt and Antwerp, my 
Reafon told mee, grounded upon ſom. former ex- 
perience, that there was no land that naturally bore. 
Hearh , beeing either of a fandie, or loamie mould, 
bur might by devoxſhiring firſt ( which I prefer be- 
fore their Husbandrie in Flanders, whereunto adding 
ſom Dunz, or Lime, or Marle , in fit proportion .as 
ſhall bee hereafter expreſſed ) may bee made better 
thenthe beſt land , that Flanders or England doth 
afford. For.no man with reaſon can denie, but that 
Land is beſt , which wifi bring forth. ſuch Commodities 
as will yield moſt monie to make one wealthie and rich, 
for though wealth and Riches may conſiſt cither in 


Cattle, Corn, houſholdſtuff, Plate , Jewels ; yet, 
when 


_ A em 4 
I rn 


The Husbandrie of Brabant aud Flanders. 1 


when thoſe things are valued, wee commonly ſay, 
they are worth ſo much mone. So Regina Pecnnia, 
Monte 1s the Breen that commands all. Now if the 
ſame quantitie of Acres of poor heathie Land, by 
producing Flax, Turneps, and Clovergraſs , will yield 
more monie then the rich Land , which - beareth 
wheat, barlie, meadow, and goed paſture : then by 
conſcquence it followeth, that the poor Land is ber- 
ter then the Rich, And I ſuppoſe that they finde by 
experience in Flanders that their rich land will natu- 
rally bear thoſe Commodities, otherwiſe they could 
not bee ignorant that they do ſo far exceed their beſt 
Corn and Meadows in matter of profit , which ap- 
peareth clearly by their own valuations : for they 
value an Acre of flax may bee worth fortie or fiftic 
pound. An Acre of Twrxeps worth eight pound,or ten 
pound , an Acre of Clovergraſs worth ten or twelv 
pound , whereas they value their beſt bar/ize may bee 
worth ten or twelv pound, their beſt wheat may bee 
worth five or ſix pound an Acre, and their beſt mea- 
dow worth four or five pound an Acre: Now if yee 
compare the value of theſe Commodities together, 
ſuppoſing the rich Land will not bear the other, which 
are the richer Commodities, ſo well as the poor; you 
muſt needs conclude the poorer Land to bee the bet- 
ter. Anditis a ſtrong Argument to mee , that their 
rich land will not bear thoſe rich Commodities ſo 
naturally as the heathie and ſandie Land doth, for 
though I went often between Bridges and Dunkirk, 
which 1s thirtie nine miles, beeing the richeſt Land in 
Flanders , and where there is goodlie wheat , barlie, 
and meadows, as ever my eyes beheld; yer I never 
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jaw in all that ground, to my remembrance, one Acre 
of Flax, or Clover-graſs : whereas, on the contrarie, 
between Garzt and Antwaorp, ( which 1s thirtie miles, 
and thepoorcſt Land in all the Countrie, much like 
Sandie-Chappel in Surreie, or ſom part of the Heathic 
L and in Windſor: Forres? ) ] have ſeen manic hundreds 
of Acres of goodly Flax, Tarneps, and Clover-graſs, 
cloſe by the Highwaie ſide, and their Corn there not 
anie thing but Ric, French Wheat,and Oats, 

It is not onelic dung, which cauſeth the fertilitie in 
thoſe Barren, Heathie, and ſandie Lands for to bring 
forth thoſe rich Commodities , but partly the nature 
of thoſe ſeeds, which do delight to grow rather ina 
light and gentle Land, then in one too ſtiff and heavie. 
Though ir is true, that dung .is of that virtue, that it 
heat's, fatten's, ſweeten's, and reclaim's all Barren 
grounds : and unſlakt Zimeand Marl are of as great an 
Efficacie, beeing proportionably tempered with Earth 
and Aſhes, and of longer continuance to enrich Land, 
as I will ſhew hereaſter. But becau{ ſom will ſay, that 
the burning of the Turff( which wee call Dewonſbiring ) 
will make the ground the worſ after three years, 1 do 
moſt confidently affirm, upon my own experience, 
that, with the addition of Dung, or Lime, or Mart, in 
fir proportions, there is no ſuch Husbanarie in the 
World, perfeQly to prepare anie Heathie Land and 

' make ir nouriſh, receiv and ripen ſeeds. For the Earth 
15,25 it were, renued by the Fire, having no other 
Roots in the entrails of ir, produceth nothing for 
manie years but what one ſow's upon it ; and ſhall re- 
main vigorous enough to ſerv as long as one of know- 
ledge and underſtanding will deſire s, And _ 


The Hu:bandric of Brabant axd Flinders, I; 
1 ſhall advize you to prefer this H5bazdrie upon your 
Heathie Land before anie other. 

Though they have no other manure to mend their 
Land, but Dung in the Barren and Heathie Land in 
Flanders and Brabazt : yet they have a verie fine way 
in Brabazt to rail a great quantitie of Dung ; the 
practice whereof may inuch advance the Improve- 
ment of St Leonard's Forreſt. They that keep ſheep 
there, upon the Heaths, houſ them everie night, and 
in the Summer, at noon, firſt having lai'd three or four 
Inches of Sand at the bottoin of the Floor, wherein 
they lodg their ſheep for a night or xwo, which tread 
their Dungand Piſs into the Sand, and ſo they daily 
uſe more Sand to bee uſed in the ſame manner, un! 
the quantitie bee grown ſo great, that the ſhzep cannot 
conveniently goinor out. Then thcy caſt that out 
of the Houſ, and put in more Sand, and fo proceed 
throughout the year, and by that means three or four 
hundred ſhcep will raif one thouſand Loads of Dung 
in a year : and erght hundred ſheep two thouſand 
Loacs, which, allowing rwentie Loads to an Acre, 
will Dung an hundred Acres yearly: and this Dung by 
experience doth mightily improve ſuch Heathie Land 
as ST Leonard 51s. Beſides thereis Marl in moſt part 
of the Furre#s, 1account anie mine that is free from 
Rones,2nd lieth ſothick, as jr is worth the digging, and 
near and convenient to cariie to vour Land, and of 
clammie ſubſtance, when it is wet, though it feem 
onely Clay or Loam, yet to bee Marl, and verie good 
Manure for Sandie and Heathie Land, bee it of what 
Color it will ; as either Grate, Yellow, or Blue; and 
fortie Loads of it laid upon an Acre in Summer, and 
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preſently ſpread, and ſolct lic all Winter to incorpo- 
rate with the carth, then Dcventh:red the next Farch, 
and ſpread upon the Land and Sow'd, will mightily 
improve it. [did uſc fix Acres thus,that was nothing 
but Heath, and had two Crops of Corn from it; and 
the third year it came of it {elf to bee as good Grafs, 
as ever I ſaw grow in anie Meadow in Exgland. I ſaw 
another great Improvement in Clement Stokes's Farm 
adjoyning tothe Forreſt ; hee had Land, that hee let 
out, two years together, for twely pence an Acre: at 
| laſt hee Dewoyſhired it, and cauſed his hills, before they 
were burnt, to bee {ct a juſt rod ſquare one from ano- 
ther; and when they were burnt, hee put a peck ofun- 
flackt Lime, which was foitic Buſhels, this Lime bee- 
Ing flickr inthe hills, with the firſt Rain was mingled 
together with the Aſhes, and then ſpread upon the 
Land, and after Sow'd with Wheat ; and brought as 
good as anie was inthe Countrie : brought next year 
a veric good Crep of Oats, and the year following 
com to as good Grafs as anie hee had to his Farm. 
This I hold tro bee the cheapeſt Husbanarie : becauſ 
four or five Load of Fery, of which there is ſtore inthe 
Forreſt, beeing cut from the beginning of Fuly to the 
middle of Aneuft will burn off twelv Loads of Chalk 
Limes and though your Chalk coſt dear the bringing 
thither ; yet the Zizre will not ſtand you in twelv ſhil- 
lingsa Load ,and by this waie you ſave much carriage, 
and ſo by conſequence may compals to manure year- 
ly much more Land, As for Example, you carrie but 
one Load of Limeto your Land, whereas by the other 
waies you muſt carrie twentie Loads of Dung ; and 


fortic Loads of Mar]. So as by the Le, if that _ 
| ©) 
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do as well, you may Lime twentie Acres as ſoon as 
you can Dung one Acre, and fortie Acres for one with 
Marl , ButTIadvize you to make Trial your fely's of 
all rheſe ſeveral Ensbanaries, and then to tollow that 
which you findecheapeſt and beſt, 

I have fer down atlarge, how I came firſt to know 
the Husbandrics, and how I was ſatisfied in the parti- 
culars. I havealfo fet down three ſeveral waies to 1m- 
prove your Land. now 1 will lay down the charve 
in ſeveraltie , then caſt up the profit from one Acreto 
five and twentie Acres; then to fiftie,and ſo to an hun- 
dred Acres: by which it ſhall appear, that by an or- 
dinarie waie of Hysbandrie, according to the valey, 
which they make of like Commodities in Flanaers, 
how that by improving a hundred Actes of Heathie 
Landeverie year, as namely of S* Leonard's Forreſt, 
and Sowing the Seeds of Fix, Turneps, and Clover- 
graſs, you may in five years improve five hundred 
Acres to bce worth aboy {even thoaſand pounds a 
year. The paiticular charge of an Acre of Flax is as 
followeth. 

Firſt , the devonſhiring of an Acre —— 01 oo 00 
A load of Lime to put into the Hills —— oo 12 co 
The ploughing and harrowing of an Acre-co <6 co 
The buthel of flax. feed at thirteen ſhil. 
lings four pence the buſhel. 

The weeding of an Acre———-———co. 10 00 
Pulling and binding an Acre ————09 10 OO 
Graffing the ſeed from the flagx—— —- 00 06 ©cO 
Watering, drying, ſwinging and beating 
the flax of nine hundred weight upon an 
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preſently ſpread, and ſolct lic all Winter to incorpo- 

rate with the carth, then Deven(h:red the next 3farch, 

and ſpread upon the Land and Sow'd, will mightily 
improve it. [did uſe fix Acres thus,that was nothing 
but Heath, and had two Crops of Corn from it; and 
the third year it came of it {elf to bee as good Grafs, 
as ever I {aw grow it anie Meadow in Exgland. I ſaw 
another great [Improvement in Clement Srokes's Farm 
adjoyning to the Forreſt , hee had Land, that hee let 

out, two years together, for twely pence an Acre: at 

laſt hee Dewoyſhired it, and cauſed his hills, before they 
were burnt, to bee ſct a juſt rod ſquare one from ano- 

ther; and when they were burnt, hee put a peck of un- 

flackt Lime, which was foitic Buſhels, this Lime bee- 

Ing flackt inthe hills, with the firſt Rain was mingled 

together with the Aſhes, and then ſpread upon the 

Land, and after Sow'd with Wheat ; and brought as 

good as anie was inthe Countrie : brought next year 

a veric good Crep of Oats, and the year following 

com to as good Grafs as anie hee had to his Farm. 

This I holJd to bee the cheapeſt Husbanarie : becauſ 

four or five Load of Fery, of which there 1s ſtore inthe 

Forreſt, becing cut from the beginning of Fuly to the 

middle of Aneuſt will burn off twelv Loads of Chalk 

Lime, and though your Chalk coſt dear the bringing 

thither ; yer the Zime will not ſtand you in twelv ſhil- 

lingsa Load ,and by this waie you ſave much carriage, 

and ſo by conſequence may compals to manure year- 

ly much more Land, As for Example, you carrie but 

one Load of Limeto your Land, whereas by the other 

waies you muſt carrie twentie Loads of Dung ; and 

fortic Loads of Mar]. So as by the Z7me, if that _ 

0 


The Husbandrie of Brabant and Fl:nders, 5 


do as well, you may Lime twentie Acres as ſoon as 
you can Dung one Acre, and fortie Acres for one with 
Marl , ButTI advize you to make Trial your ſelv's of 
211 rheſe ſeveral Ensbandries, and then to tollow that 
which you findecheapeſt and beſt, 

I have fer down atlarge, how I came firſt to know 
the Husbandries, and how I was ſatisfied in the parti- 
culars. I havealfo ſet down three ſeveral waies to im- 
prove your Land . now I will lay down the charge 
in ſeveraltie , then caſt up the profit from one Acreto 
five and twentie Acres; then to fiftie,and ſo to an hun- 
dred Acres; by which it ſhall appear, that by an or- 
dinarie waie of Hasbandrie, according to the valew, 
which they make of like Commodities in Flanaers, 
how that by improving a hundred Acres of Heathie 
Landeverie year, as namely of St Leonard's Forreſt, 
and Sowing the Seeds of F/.x, Turneps, and Clower- 
graſs, you may in five years improve five hundred 
Acres to bee worth aboy ſeven thouſand pounds a 
year. The patticular charge of an Acre of Flax is as 
followeth. 

Firſt , the devonſhiring of an Acre —— 01 oo 00 
Aload of Lime to-put into the Hills —— oo 12 co 
The ploughing and harrowing of an Acre-co <6 co 
The buſhcl of flax. ſeed at thirteen ſhil. 
lings four pence the buſhel. 

The weeding of an Acre———-———c0. 10 00 
Pulling and binding an Acre —————009 IO 00 
Grafting the ſeed from the lagx——— 00 06 co 
Watering, drying, ſwinging and beating 
= flax of nine hundred weight upon an 
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This is the uttermoſt charge that I LL. $ D 
could lcarn: ſo tte whole cometh to——cg 5 cg 


Nine hundred pound weight of Flax,? 
vpon an Acre at etghr Stiversthe pound, | 
which was an ordinarie price in Gaunt, 40 co 00 
when I was there, together with the | 
Seed, valued to bee worth—————} 


Now if you deduct fifteen ſhillings, an? 
Acre, more, towards Charges or Loſles, 
the Account becing alreadie ten pornd an 

- . P750 OO OO 
Acre, ſhort of the vaJue of their beſt 
Flax, yetremain's abov all Charges clear 


for ati Acte—-— ————— | 4 


By the ſame Account you will bee at? 
five hundred pound charge for fittie 
Acres and then receiv at fortie pound an $1500 |. 
Acre,two thouſand pound; but clear abov 
all Charges but-—— — — 


The like Account of a thouſand pound} 
charge for an hundred Acres; you receiv 
upon the Account of fortie pound an 52000 l, 
Acre four thouſand pound , bur clear | 
aboy all Charges—— : -} 


This thouſand pound Charge for an hundred Acres 
is onely ſuppoſed, in caſe you lay out all the Charge 
before you receiv anie Money for part of your Flax; 


but before you are out ſeven hundred pound, ſom 
| Money 
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Money will com in for Flax continnally, ſo as indeed 
you ſhall not go out abov ſeven hundred pound at all 
in ſtock, and after the firſt years profit is com in, you 
cannot Account that you are out anie thing from your 


 purſ, becauſ you have your tull ſtock again, and three 


chouſand pound more. 

But this is not all the profit you are to exſpe& from 
your hundred Acres the firſt year; for after the Flax is 
pull'd, which will bee either in Flie or Auguſt, the 
ſame Land may bee {owed with Turzeps,and,proveac- 
cording to the Flanders Account, worth eight pound 
an Acre, over and aboyv all charges: ſo twentie five 
Acres cometh to two hundred pound ; fiftie Acres to 
four hundred pound, and an hundred Acres to cight 
hundred pound. They ſow in Flanders but two Buſhels 
and a balfof Tixrnep feed upon an Acre, which was 
worth,when I was there, bur twelv pound, and plough 
it once after the Flax is pull'd, they harrow it, and 
weed it, if there bee cauf, and that is all their charge 
concerning that buſineſs. | 

Both theſe Crops are ſow'd, ripe and readie to bee 
pull'd within eight moneths ;;thar is, between the be- 
ginning of April and the end of November:ſo the profit 
of an hundred Acres, the firſt year, cometh to, beſides 
all charges on this Account, unto three thouſand 
eight hundred pound. And the hundred pound al- 
low'd for charges, may very well com into your purf 
again within the other four Months. : | 

When the Tarneps are pull'd, I would have the 
ſame hundred Acres made readie again to bee ſow'd 
with Clover-grafs ſeed alone, about the beginning of 


April then next following,therein altering the _—_ 
| D O 


rg The Husbandrie of Brabant and Flanders, 


of Brabant and Flanders, which 15 to ſow it immediate- 
ly either with or after the Corn. For I found by Expe- 
rience in Herefordſhire, that it will thrive much better 
the firſt year, and turn to more profit alone, then a | 
Crop of 0atsand it ſow'd together will do. 
The charges of an Acre is firſt ploughing and har- | 
rowing about ——-— ——— —— CO 05 ©0 | 
Ten pound of feed as it coſt meeat Antwerp 1645 at 
fixpence a pound————————0 05 00 
Cutting the Graſs , twice making the Hale, and 


threſhing out the ſced. — ——OI 10 OO 
* | 
So the whole charge is——02 00 oo | 

The ſecmd years profit. 


Which beeing deducted there remain's) 
clear for one Acre, according to the Brabant >10 l, 
and Flaxders Account. J 


Which for twentie five Acres cometh to) 
two hundred and fiftie pound , for fiftie 
Acres, to five hundred pound, and for an hun- 
dred Acres to—  ————————_—_—_— 


Then an-hundred Acres muſt bee Devon-) 
{hired and ſow'd with Flax and Twrneps, as is 
before expreſſed, which, with Gods bleſling, 
may Yield the like profit of three thouſand | 
eight hundred pound, whento the thouſand p4800 1. 
pound above mention'd for Clover-graſs,bee- 
ing added the whole profit of the ſecond 
yearfrom two hundred Acres, amounteth to 
tour thouſand cight hundred pound. } 


—_ 
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The third years profit. 

Then the laſt hundred Acres, ſfowed with? 
flax and Tarneps, muſt bee ſowed as before, | 
with Clover-grafs feed, which, according to | 
the former accompt coming to-one thouſand | 


pound, and a hundred. Acres more dewors- | | 


I9 


Jhirca, as formerly, and ſowed with flax and $5800 |. 


Turneps , yielding the like profit of three| 
thouſand eight hundred pound, as is &fore 
ſpecified, adding thereunto the two hundred ! 
Acresof Clovergraſs, the whole profit of | 
the third year is | Y 


The fourth years profit- 


Then the hundred Acres ſowed beforeY 


with flax, and Twneps, muſt bee ſowed as 


formerly with Clowver-graſs ſeeds , which 
Pn a thouſand pound, according to | 
0 


to the former Accomprts , and another hun- 


dred Acres devonſhired as formerly , and $6800 1, 


ſowed with flax and Twrreps, and png 


like profit of three thouſand eight hundred 
pound, and adding thereunto the three hun- 
dred Acres formerly ſowed with Clover- 


| 


ow ſeed , mak's the whole profit of the 
ourth year ——— — 


T he fifth years profit. 


Then the laſt hundred Acres ſowed with} 
flax and Twrneps, muſt bee ſowed as before] 
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with Clover-graſs-ſeed, which yielding like 
profit of a thouſand pound, and che | 
hundred Acres devoyſhired as formerly, and | 
ſowed with flax and Turneps, yielding the >7800 1. | 
like profit of three thouſand eight hundred | 
pounds, thereto adding the four hundred 
Acres formerly ſowed with Clovergraſs | 
ſeed, make's the whole profit of the fifth 
year 


—— — 


——_—_ wu — J 


Thus have IT plainly ſhewed what I promiſed in 
my Preface, that was, how an induſtrious man in 
Brabant and Flanders would convert five hundred 
Acres of barren and heathie Land from little value 
in five years to bee worth above ſeven thouſand 
pounds a year. ; 

You ſee, you have better means ro mend your 
Land then they have, your Land lieth ina manner 
under the ſame Climate, for chichefter and Mecklin 
are in one degree ; the Soil is much alike, as TI have 
ſhewed, you may have as good a vent for your 
Commodities , as they have for theirs, if you pleaſ , 
and therefore I do not know what Reaſoncan hinder 
you from putting thoſe things into practice. 

You may continue this yearlie profit of ſeven theu. 
ſand eight hundred a year upon this five hundred 
Acres, If you will by Limine, dunging,, or marling, 
and dewonſhiring again the firſt hundred Acres , laid 
down with (lover-graſs, and ſowing it with flax, 
and Tyrneps as before, and ſo go round with everie 
hundred acres, as formerly in its courſ; but having 


great ſtore of barren and heathic ground, ay on 
| On etter 
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better improve that, and let the Clover-eraſs continue 
as long as it will. And ifafter five years continuance it 
rurneth toa mingled Graſs ; yet that will bee as good 
as moſt Meadows and Paſtures, that I know in En- 
gland, for itrurn's commonly from a red honie ſuckle 
to a white, which wee repute the ſweeteſt Graſs, al- 
though it doth not carriethe greateſt burthen. And I 
am perſwaded it will continue longer if it bee kept for 
Seed and cut but twice, whereas they commonly cut it 
thrice a year in Flanders alwates in the Sap, which will 
k1l] Fern, | | 

Now I will ſhew you how they vent theſe Com- 
modittes, that you may learn the better, howto vent 
yours, Firſt, they make great ſtore of Linnen them- 
ſelvs, and ſend it moſt for Zoydon, what they make 
not in Cloth , they have a Market every Thurſdaie 
at a place call'd St Nicolas, almoſt midwaie between 
Antwerp and Garnt, whither Merchants com on pur- 
pole ro buy it, and ſend it into Holland, and there ſell 
it at dear rates. I met with a Linnen Draper of Loz- 
aon, when I was at Gaunt, and queſtioning him what 
ventthere was for Flax at London: hee told mee that 
before theſe troubleſom times, if I had had a verie 
great quantitie, nee could have helped mee to Chap- 
men to have bought ir off at dearer rates at Londep, 
then uſually they ſold itat in Flanders, for hee ſaid hee 
did beliey there was not leſs then a hundred rhoufand 
pounds worth of Flax brought yearly into England 
from forreign parts; a great part whereof to his know- 
ledg was ſent from London into Lancaſhier ; there 
made into Cloth, and afterwards brought back in 
Cloth, and ſold in Zendp ; and if times grew peace- 
x ; FP 3 able 
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able again in Exglazd, hce told mee I need not doubt 
the venting of more Flax at Loxdon, then ever I would | 
baveto feil ; and two honeſt Exgliſh Merchants of my | 
Acquaintance did aſſure mee, that if I could nor ſell 
my Flax at London to my content, they would tran- 
iport it for mee into Holland, where I might fell ir 
dearer, then they ſold their Flax in Flanders: for Mer- 
chants uſually ſcnt for Flax out of Flanders and ſold it 
___ in Holland, at dearer rates thenthey paied for it 
there. 

Bur if you findethat theſe Commodities thrive with 
you, and yougrow rich by them , I would adviſe you 
to ſend for ſom workmen our of Flanders, that under- 
ſtand the ManufaQure of Linnen Cloath, and make 
your Flax into Linnen Cloath, you cannot chool' but 
gain by it exceedingly, when you are aforehand with 
the World, if they live by it who fetch it firſt from 
Londen into Lancaſhire by Land , beeing made in 
Cloth, recarrie it up; and beſides you ſhall doa cha- 
ritable deed by bringing in that Manufacture into 
the Kingdom, For it keep's a very great number of 
poor Women and Children at Work in Flandersand 
Holland , that otherwiſe would not have means to 
live. So by this waie you ſhould bee ſure to vent 
your Flax, and withall procure a publick benefitto the 
Kingdom. 

- "he Hwubandricof Turneps is as Common between 
Gaunt and Antwerp, as that of Flax; for, as there is 
more Flax ſowed there, then of anie other Grazz or 
Corn, ſo Commonly, after the Flax 1s pull'd, imme- 
diately they ſow Twrneps,and preſently after their Re; 
what they donot cat rhemſclvs they give ay” _ 
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Cattel,they will feed Oxen and Kine as fat, as Hay or 
Oats ; the Roots becing clean Waſhed , and then 
Roots and Leavs becing put intoa Trough. and there 
ſtampt together with a Spttter,and after boil'd in Wa- 
ter and given to Kine will maketnem abound in Milk, 
yet grow ſo fat withall, that you would wonder at it. 
The onely diffculrie is ro make you Catrelecat them it 
firſt ; but bxeed them up by hand, as they do there, 
Others do the ſame alreaate. in manie parts of En- 
gland, they will take Turneps and eat, or anic other 
thing you will pivethem. | 
To encourage youthe more to fow Tereps, T will 
d<monſtrate unto you what an Acre of them tranſ- 
planted may bee worth by Calculation as they are 
fold in London, They commonly there ſel{ four or 
five Twrneps in a bunch tor a pennie. A rod ſquare bee- 
ing ſixteen foor and a halt may bear a thouſand eight 
hundred and nine T»rxeps, becing ſet ar half a foot di- 
ſtance the one from the other. Now ſuppoſe that a 
thouſand cometh to good, and: five ſold for a pennie, 
then a Rod of them amount's to ſixteen ſhillings eight 
pence, and an Acre of them beeing eight{core Rod by 
rhe ſame Account, com's toabov thirtic pound, and 
therefore certainly an hundred Acres ſow'd, may bee 
very well valu'd at eight pound an Acre one with an- 
other , when you have brought your Cattel to ear 
them as theirs do. | 
I cold you beforc how in Brabant and Flanders they 
made twelv pound an Acre of their Clover- graſs, cl- 
ther by feeding Cattle, keeping Kine, or by the ſeed ; 
which, commonly encreafing to five Buſhels upon an 
Acre, was worth eight pound when it was fold, bnt at 
ſixpence 
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ſixpence a pound , but becing ſold for two ſhillings a 
pound ( which price I my ſelf now paid for it ) the 
value of the Seed quadruple's from cight pound to 
thirtie two pound an Acre, and the man that fold mee 
ſeed this year for two ſhillings a pound, defir's a!l that 
I can ſpare, the next year at the ſame price, if you get 
but into the beſt kind of thoſe they uſe in Flanders. 
For when your Neighbors fee your Labers thrive and 
proſper ſo far as to convert your Land which bore no- 
thing but Heath, for manie Ages, Fir# into excellent 
Flax, then into ſuch delicate Twrneps, as they never 
ſaw before or taſted, and to end with {uch Clover- 
graſs, as they will admire, when they once ſee your 
Crops, and ſomwhat underſtand, that you do reap 
ſom benefit by them, they will com to you as to an 
oracle toaskyour Counſe), and bee inſtructed and de- 
fire it from you as a favor, at firſt to buy your Seed at 
anie reaſonable price, | 

Bur if you finde thar you have more Seed of Flax 
and Tarneps (if you will let them grow to Seed ) then 
you canvent, you muſt then ſet up either a Water- Mill, 
or Wind- Ml, as they do in Flanders, and make them 
into 077; both which Seeds mak's good 011, which 
you may bee ſure to ſell in Zondon at good Rates. 

And for your Clover-zraſs-{ced, if you finde you 
cannot ſell it to your content, you may chooſ whe- 
cher you will let it grow to Sced or not, and if you do 
not let it grow to Seed, you may cur it once more ina 
year, then otherwiſe you could do. | 

You muſt change your Flax Seed, though never ſo 


good at firſt after four years, the other Seeds do not 
{0 much require it. 0 
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Idoubt not but theſe things will ſeem as ſtrange to 
you at firſt, as they did tro mee; and therefore I defire 
you but totry waart I propoſe, upon ſuch profitable 
Terms, as no man, that is well in his wits, but will 
venture at them, beeing laid down fo plainly to you, 
as a childe may underſtand them, | 

You may obſerv, that Flax, Turneps and Clover- 
graſs, alreadie grow in England, but there is as much 
difference between what groweth there, and here, as 
is bctween the ſame thing, which groweth in a Gar- 
den, and that which groweth wilde in the Fields. 

To prevent what may bee ſtrange or troubleſom to 
you at Firſt for want of knowledg,I would adviſe you 
to ſend to Tom or Robinto Gaunt, where by means of 
ſom of their old Acquaintance there, they may pro- 
vide you a ſervant, who underſtand's theſe ſeveral 
Husbandries as well as anie of ours do the Husbazadrie 
in getting Corn; and by obſerving of his praQtice, 
you your ſelv's, or whom you will appoint may bee 
ſufficiently inſtructed in a year or two ſo far, as to 
Command ſuch things to bee don by others asare 
not fit and neceſſarieto bee don by your ſelv's. 

Befides the exceſſive profit you will reap by Sowing 
theſe Commoditics, imagine what a pleaſureit will 
bee to your Eies and Sent, to fee the Ruſſet Heath 
turn'd into greeneſt Graſs ; which doth produce 
moſt ſweet and pleaſing Honie-Suckles ; and what 
Praiſand Reputation you will gain by your Exam- 
ar, firſt introducing thar into your Countrie, which 

ecing followed by others,muſt need's redound to the 
general benefit ofthe whole Common-wealth. Ido 
y my Will Command you => to execute no _ 
tnen 
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then what I would my ſelfto morrow put in-praQtite ; 
if I had Libertie : you ſhould learntheſe things have 
ſet down by Examples, which Iam enforc'd to leay : 
ou as a Father's Precepts, and with a Father's bleflicg 
to you all, 'defiring God Almightie to guide your 
and direyou inall your Adtions, I will keav youto: 
his divine prote&ion and providence. 


F INIS. 


—— 
. 


(12% BIN. 
UNIY. 


. 
—— A —— — Cc 


